DAILY BIBLE STUDIES

MARCH 26 - APRIL 1, 2006     JOHN 20:19-31

"CHRIST APPEARS TO HIS DISCIPLES"

THE LORD'S DAY – As we continue this week we are going to look at the appearance of Jesus, the resurrected Christ, to His disciples.  We will see in our text that Christ appears on two different occasions to them.  He both affirms His resurrection and commissions them to go out and tell others of His message.  John wraps up the chapter giving us the goal and purpose of His entire gospel.  Read John 20:19-31. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to teach you from His Word this week. 
MONDAY – As we begin in verse 19 we find that John, through the Holy Spirit, informs us again as to the day these events are taking place--“…the first day of the week.”  As we noted in previous weeks, this is a significant thing.  Under the Old Covenant the Jews used the Sabbath day (Saturday) for worship, but now under the New Covenant we as believers gather to worship on the first day of the week (Sunday), the Lord’s Day or Resurrection Day.  Throughout the New Testament we find that the believers (church) gathered for corporate worship to remember our Lord’s resurrection this “special day,” the first day of the week, Sunday.  Read John 20:1,19,26, Acts 20:7, 1 Corinthians 16:2, and Revelation 1:10. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?  ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord for the privilege to gather together on the first day of the week to worship Him. 
TUESDAY – We also read in verse 19 that the disciples were meeting together and the “doors were shut.”  Apparently these men were still under fear that Jesus’ fate of death could be their own as well, so they were secretly together with the doors closed.  We then read that Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you”.  The Greek text indicates to us that the doors were locked and that Jesus literally “stepped into their midst”.  Christ, in His resurrected body, stood among them apparently defying the laws of nature by walking through the wall.  The Bible tells us that as believers we too will one day have a new glorious body like that of our Lord’s.  Read Philippians 3:20-21 and 1 Corinthians 15:35-54. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord that as a believer in Him you will one day have a glorious body like His. 

WEDNESDAY - In verses 20 we find that although Jesus had a glorified body, He still had the scars of His crucifixion.  Christ proved to these disciples that He was the One who had been crucified on Calvary.  It’s incredible to think that throughout all eternity Jesus’ body with its scars will forever remind those of us who are His children that He bore our punishment.  If you are a true believer, Christ took your wounds.  That evidence will be visible to us for all eternity.  As the hymn writer said, “See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down; did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?”  Thank You Jesus for being the substitute for those of us who would repent and believe in You.  Read Luke 24:39-43. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Meditate on the fact that Jesus took your punishment if you are His child and cry out with a heart of thanks, praise, and adoration to the Lamb that was slain. 

THURSDAY – In verse 21 we see that Christ gives His disciples their “commission”.  Jesus said, “As the Father sent Me, so I also send you”.  Christ gave the apostles and those in that upper room as well as the entire body of Christ that very same commission.  We are sent by Jesus Christ just as He was sent by the Father to carry the “good news” of the gospel!  We are not called to stay around our own circle of friends only, but to spread the Word of Christ to “all the world”.   We will see tomorrow that God also gives power to those who are His witness.  Read Matthew 28:19-20. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to burden your heart to reflect the heart of Jesus.  Ask Him to help you be a bolder, more faithful witness for him to the lost world. 
FRIDAY – Yesterday we talked about our commission to “go” and today in verses 22-23 we learn more details concerning our task.  Verse 22 says Jesus breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”.  We are clearly told in scripture that the Holy Spirit would come upon them to give them power (Acts 1:8, 2:1-3).  We understand this verse to be a pledge from Christ regarding this coming.  If they were filled with the power of the Holy Spirit then, we would not have found them huddled together 8 days later (verse 26).  Jesus then explains in verse 23 that if one is a true believer, indwelt by the Spirit, they have the right to tell someone who hears the gospel whether or not they have forgiveness from God based upon what they have done with Jesus and His message.  Christ is not saying we have the right to “forgive sin”, only God can do that (Mark 2:7).  We will study this in more detail this Lord’s day.  Read Romans 8:1, 9-17. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: Thank the Lord Jesus that He has given the ability to fulfill the commission by the Holy Spirit living within us as true sons of God. 

SATURDAY – We read in verses 24-29 that Jesus appeared again to the disciples but this time Thomas, who was absent earlier, is also present.  We read that Christ dealt with them personally and Thomas expressed His belief in Jesus and affirmed that Christ was his “Lord and God”.  Jesus then said that those of us down through the ages who have by faith trusted in Him without the privilege of seeing Him are blessed.  John sums up the goal and purpose of his gospel in verses 30-31 by saying this testament was written so men could bear witness to the evidence and believe in Jesus Christ to have life.  Truly we find a clear picture of the God-man, Jesus Christ in John’s gospel.  Read 1 Peter 1:8-9. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Suggestion for prayer: If you are a true believer, thank the Lord that He granted you the faith to believe in Him for eternal salvation.  Praise You Jesus!

